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lThe  year  2015  is  the  year  of  the  sheep  by  the  Chinese  zodiac.
The sheep  can  be  interpreted  as  both  a  symbol  of  the  future
and of  incompleteness.  Society  is  in  a  continuous  cycle  of
great ebbs  and  ﬂows,  and  thus  is  forever  incomplete.  Its
destiny is  to  continue  changing  so  as  to  maintain  hope  in
those who  live  in  it  for  a  better  future.  Likewise,  the  den-
tistry is  also  required  to  have  solid  prospects  for  a  bright
future, and  to  take  steps  toward  it  under  sound  leadership.
Eighteen  months  have  passed  since  I  was  appointed  pres-
ident, and  JADS  executives  are  currently  preparing  detailed
reports following  consultations  about  various  programs.
A  major  research  theme  at  JADS  is  eating  disorders  in
children. At  this  moment  we  are  analyzing  the  results  of  a
questionnaire, and  plan  to  make  public  our  ﬁndings  as  well  as
our recommendations  in  an  open  forum  scheduled  for  May  31
this year.  Dental  care  for  the  elderly,  we  recognize,  depends
on the  outcome  of  treatment  in  earlier  stages  of  life.  We
continue with  our  research  based  on  the  view  that  dental
care in  infancy  and  childhood  is  crucial  and  that  lifestyle
habits, and  particularly  diet,  in  the  developmental  stage  to
a great  extent  shape  an  individual’s  outlook  on  later  life.
Since  the  dawn  of  the  dentistry,  studies  have  been  con-
ducted widely  on  the  central  theme  of  ingesting  food,
chewing it,  swallowing  it,  and  sending  it  on  to  the  digestive
system. Recently,  awareness  has  been  growing  that  dental
treatment also  plays  a  vital  role  in  supporting  communica-
tion, which  is  prerequisite  to  enhancing  a  society’s  quality
of life.
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1882-7616/© 2015 Published by Elsevier Ltd.As  expectations  rise  for  collaboration  with  various  profes-
ionals beyond  the  medical  ﬁeld,  the  future  of  the  dentistry
ies in  its  active  involvement  in  matters  relating  not  only  to
he nourishment  that  goes  into  the  mouth  but  also  to  the  cul-
ure that  comes  out  of  it.  Having  identiﬁed  society’s  needs,
e can  use  our  specialized  knowledge  and  contribute  to  an
ndlessly broader  world.
Last  year,  the  Japan  Dental  Association  and  JADS  named
nd announced  ﬁve  new  diseases.  This  serves  several
urposes. It  beneﬁts  people  whose  previously  unnamed
ymptoms were  not  covered  by  public  health  insurance.
t encourages  the  development  of  new  methods  of  exam-
nation, diagnosis,  and  treatment  as  well  as  of  related
quipment and  materials.  And  it  serves  to  stimulate  the  den-
istry, which  tends  to  come  across  as  entering  new  medical
elds only  occasionally,  and  clarify  publicly  the  medical  care
hat dentistry  aims  for  in  the  future.
This  year  marks  the  32nd  year  of  the  ancient  Chinese
exagenary cycle.  The  term  is  said  to  represent  a young  plant
till swaying  in  the  wind  and  yet  braving  the  elements  to
row tall  and  strong.  With  clear  goals  and  renewed  in  spirit,
ADS executives  are  set  to  press  on  with  our  mission.  We
ook forward  to  your  continued  support  in  the  new  year.Masahito  Sumitomo
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